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FOREWORD 


Herbert Hoover Junior High School was one of the schools in Oakland 
involved in an Elementary and Secondary Education Act Title I Project. 
The major emphasis of the project was placed on helping students im- 
prove their language arts skills; and.in encouraging students to advance 
these skills, teachers were challenged to use innovative techniques and 
procedures. 

Oakland, the Mellow City exemplifies the fact that there were teachers 
and students at Hoover involved in exciting and innovative activities. 
This book was written as students worked on an interdisciplinary urban 
studies project in the spring of 1968. For a period of six weeks, all of the 
200 eighth grade students in their English and social studies classes were 
studying about various aspects of urban living. Through a variety of activ- 
ities, students were able to broaden their perceptions about cities in gen- 
eral and specifically about the city of Oakland. 

One of the activities designed to involve students more completely in 
a unique and meaningful educational experience was the proposal to have 
students develop their own book of Oakland. The two reading teachers 
who worked with the team of English and social studies teachers were se- 
lected to direct and supervise the students working on the project. Stu- 
dents volunteered to participate, and the reading lab became a workshop 
for a group of eager young authors and artists. Thus, with compiled writ- 
ings from extensive research, creative compositions of prose and poetry 
and watercolor or pen and ink illustrations, the students created their 
book—Oakland, the Mellow City. 

When the project was completed the students observed their accom- 
plishment with pride and satisfaction, and one of the greatest desires of 
both students and teachers was to have the book printed so that it could 
be shared with others. Fortunately, the book captured the attention of the 
Junior League of Oakland, Inc. The members of this volunteer organiza- 
tion were so impressed with the students’ work and had so much faith in 
the educational potential of the project that they voted to underwrite the 
printing expense of 2,500 copies of Oakland, the Mellow City. 

The book does not contain a study in depth of the history of Oakland, 
nor does it dwell upon any of the city’s problems. In this book will be 
found warm, sincere and positive impressions as perceived by the students 
in response to the question, “If you were to develop a book to help other 
students learn about Oakland, what would you include?” 
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The young artists and authors wish to express grateful acknowledge- 
ment to everyone at Hoover who helped in the development of this book. 
Mrs. Karen Smith and Mrs. Flossie Guice, reading teachers, skillfully 
guided and supervised the students working on the project. Because of 
her background in the field of art, Mrs. Smith was also able to inspire and 
advise the students in their art compositions. Other members of the school 
staff who were a part of the urban studies teaching team and whose coop- 
eration and interest helped to set a tone of enthusiasm for the unit among 
all eighth grade students were: Mr. Alden Johnson (principal) , Mrs. Ruth 
Barber, Mr. Ray Buchanan, Mr. Dave Fuller, Mrs. Winifred Giannini, 
Mrs. Veona Kantz, Mrs. Deloris O’Neal, Mrs. Naomi Talps, Mrs. Christine 
Weaver and Mr. Donald Romeo. 

When the students discovered that the book was going to be printed, 
some of them felt that they wanted to include additional information in 
order to make the book more complete. Special recognition is given to those 
students who devoted extra hours in research, writing and painting after 
school and during the summer of 1969: Jacqueline Taylor, Wanda White, 
Valarie Hickman, Marvin Miles, LaTanya Johnson, Glenda Walker and 
Coynell Smith. 

Of course, intense gratitude is expressed to the Junior League for mak- 
ing the dream of printing this book become a reality. The members as- 
sumed not only the financial responsibility of printing the book, but also 
worked as a team with the school in order to further extend the educa- 
tional experiences of the project. Mrs. Mary Ricksen, member of the 
Junior League, organized and perceptively directed this phase of the proj- 
ect, with the assistance of Mrs. Rodney Anderson and other members of 
the organization. Through this team effort, students were provided the 
opportunity to get an inside view of the mechanics of printing a book, 
which involved their selection of paper, type face, and cover material. 
They also visited the printer and observed how colors were separated and 
actually witnessed the printing of their book in its various stages of devel- 
opment. 

Finally, appreciation is extended to the numerous individuals of the 
community and to many members of institutions and agencies who con- 
tributed in a variety of ways to the making of this book. The students 
and teachers of this project hope that Oakland, the Mellow City will mo- 
tivate and inspire students and teachers to develop other creative activities. 
Ultimately, they also hope that this publication will bring about a closer 
relationship between the school and the community. 

Henrietta L. Green 
ESEA Teacher Assistant for Language Development 
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Oakland, the Mellow City 


INTRODUCTION 


This book is about our fair city, Oakland, California. Now, for those 
of you who do not know much about our fair city, we hope our book will 
show you much. 

Our book will show many important places. First you will see our Oak- 
land Coliseum, home of all our sports teams. We will also take you to the 
heart of our city, the downtown area. You will go on a trip to our new 
city buildings, our City Hall, and to the Kaiser Building just across from 
Lake Merritt. Then you will take a trip to our new International Airport, 
and to historic Jack London Square, named for the writer who made 
Oakland great. 

Yes, there are many things and places to see in Oakland—museums, 
parks, and there are even some famous people, maybe. So let’s take a tour 
through our Oakland book of history. 


IT’S GROWING FAST 


Today, everything is growing. Every time you look around, something 
new is coming up. Buildings, faster ways of transportation, and city im- 
provement planning. Yes, while all these things are growing, population 
keeps on growing. Yes, I hope they find another safe planet to live on or 
underground, or we’re going to grow ourselves right off this earth. 

But, I guess if they build the buildings taller instead of wider, well, we 
might have it made. And then too, we may be able to someday live in the 
desert. Yes, as I say, things are growing all the time. 


THE PEOPLE BUILT It 


Yes, the people built it. They built a city—but not just any city. This 
city would be a symbol of growth and wealth. It would be known for 
its beautiful buildings, green parks, and wonderful points of interest. 

This city will grow to be one of the biggest metropolitan cities in 
America, with a large community interest, one of the best law enforce- 
ment services, and a fast and safe transportation system. 

Yes, many people will make our city grow; and as they come, we shall 
be ready with homes, jobs, law enforcement, and rights for all. And most 
of all, there’ll be people with a goal to make their city great, to make their 
city ‘stand out as a symbol of lightness and brotherhood. 


THE HISTORY OF OAKLAND 
EARLY OAKLAND 


The history of Oakland would not be complete without some discus- 
sion of the early settlers of the “City of Oaks”, the Indians. As the area 
Oakland dates back to thousands of years ago, so do the Indians. The 
Indians lived here before the Spaniards came and a new civilization began. 
The Indians were not primitive people as some people have called them, 
for they had cultures, customs, and laws that existed in their tribes. They 
enjoyed a steady, well-meaning peaceful life. They were not “diggers,” 
suggesting that they just existed primitively. True, they did exist, but it 
was with organization and civilization as the early Spanish settlers did 
only in different form. 

In the late eighteenth century six California tribes lived in the area 
which is now the San Francisco Bay region. The six tribes were the Pomo, 
Coast MiWuk, Wintun, Wappo, Yokut, and Costanoan. These tribes had 
the land section divided into parts or “recognized territories.” The Ohlone 
people, part of the Costanoan tribe, were the Indian people who inhabited 
the immediate Oakland area. 

The California Indian tribes populated the land quite highly by the 
time the Spaniards began to explore the area. When the Indians became 
a part of the mission life, they found that their way of life was beginning 
to become extinct. The Spaniards were turning them into “Spanish In- 
dians,” and their customs, cultures, and: laws were no longer a part of 
their life in the land. 

The Peraltas, an early Spanish family, came to California in the middle 
eighteenth century. Don Luis Peralta was made a grant of land from Gov- 
ernor Sola in August 1820 for his most faithful service as a soldier. This 
area covered land from San Leandro Creek on the southeast to El Cerrito 
Creek on the northwest, from the top of the hills in the north and to the 
bay on the south. In August of 1842, Peralta divided his land between 
his sons by legal action. The land area of each son was as follows: Hermen- 
egildo Ignacio, San Leandro Creek to what today is Seminary Avenue; 
Antonia Maria, Seminary Avenue line to Lake Merritt; Jose Vicente, 
southern Lake Merritt to the bay shore past the now Temescal district; 
Jose Domingo, the northwestern area which constitutes what is now Berke- 
ley and Albany. Don Luis Peralta died in 1851. 

Perhaps the beginning of Oakland as a village, then a town, then a city 
began with the early settlers better known as squatters. Moses Chase was 
the first settler to occupy Oakland. He squatted at the foot of Broadway, 
now one of Oakland’s main streets. Chase was followed by the Patten 
Brothers, and the trio of Andrew Moon, Horace Carpentier and Edson 
Adams. All of these men mainly came to Oakland or Encinal de Temescal 
(grove of oaks) as called then in 1849, in search of gold. 

Moses Chase later purchased land from Vicente Peralta. The Patten 
Brothers also leased land from Vicente Peralta and later went into partner- 
ship with Chase. Together they laid out between them the village of Clin- 
ton. 

When the trio of Moon, Carpentier, and Adams came they squatted 
at the foot of Broadway. They refused to pay Vicente Peralta any money 
for the land, arguing that the land was legally owned by the United States. 
Peralta proceeded to get a Writ of Ejectment that was served by Sheriff 
Kelly and an armed posse. No ejectment was made because the trio agreed 
to lay out a townsite. 


When title was secured by Moon, Carpentier and Adams from Vicente 
Peralta, the trio had between them 480 acres subdivided into 160 acres 
each. They leased their parts of the land to purchasers and collected a 
simple fee. These men began to erect buildings and start Oakland and a 
Swiss, Julius Kellersberger, was hired to lay out the town. 

The town soon needed a name. Oakland was named by General Mariano 
Guadelupe Vallejo and approved by the settlers in the town of Oakland. 

Oakland was incorporated as a town from a village by the State Legis- 
lature on May 4, 1852. In March of 1853 the State Legislature created 
the county of Alameda. With the help of Carpentier, Oakland was in- 
corporated as a city on March 25, 1854. Horace Carpentier was the first 
mayor of Oakland serving his period from April 1854 to March 1855. 

The Oakland Tribune, Oakland’s own daily newspaper, was created 
in 1874 and the Oakland Free Library was established in 1878. 

Oakland served as a second home for many refugees who escaped the 
earthquake of San Francisco on April 18, 1906. Oakland opened its doors 
to give refugees food, shelter, clothing, warmth, medicine, but above all 
happiness, knowing that only across the bay there were people with land 
who were not afraid to give to people in need. 

It is just a form of respect to mention some of the other people who 
helped the growing city of Oakland and a word of thanks is gratefully 
endowed to these men: F. K. Shattuck, John L. Davies, Frank K. Mott, 
John C. Hays, Joaquin Miller, Edwin Markham, and Jack London. 

As I have tried to discuss much of the early Oakland, there are many 
things I have not covered. With all due respect to the many things which 
I have not discussed I hope people will understand that I have not missed 
this because of unwillingness. I love Oakland with much of my heart. I 
look forward to Oakland’s change, growth, virtue and beauty in the years 
of the future, and glorifying past of the foregone years. My dream is that 
people who read this book of our city will also strive for a more wonder- 


ful Oakland. 


MORE ABOUT OAKLAND 


In 1869, $20,000 was used to convert the arm of San Antonio Creek 
north of the Oakland Bridge into a beautiful lake which is now Lake 
Merritt. About one hundred years ago Lake Merritt was once called Lake 
Peralta, for the Spanish family which had been granted this land. Later, the 
lake was renamed in memory of a mayor, Dr. Samuel Merritt who damned 
San Antonio Creek almost at his own expense. Dr. Merritt was Oakland’s 
twelfth mayor. Lake Merritt is now one of Oakland’s most prized pos- 
sessions. It has 122 acres of park land and the lake covers 160 acres. 

The Port of Oakland was established in 1925 as an independent agency 
of the city of Oakland. The Port consists of three operating departments 
and seven staff departments. It produces its own income through the 
Marine Terminals, Properties Department and Oakland Airport. 

Oakland has 300 churches representing over 72 denominations. The 
Oakland Public Library System now has 23 branches and issues between 
120,000 to 122,000 library cards each year. 

Oakland has freeways and highways going up all over. Now it almost 
looks like the famous Los Angeles freeways. From the highest level you 
can see San Francisco across the bay. 

Oakland now has its own radio and television stations. The television 
station is KTVU, Channel Two. Oakland has three AM radio stations, 
KABL, KNEW and KDIA, plus a number of FM stations. 
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One of Oakland’s most scenic and busiest places to be is the Oakland 
Metropolitan International Airport. It’s really exciting to look at, and it 
doesn’t even look like an airport. It has a 10,000 foot runway with all- 
clear approaches and take-off areas. Construction is underway for build- 
ing an air freight terminal for imports and exports. 

For family fun or a Sunday outing a family can go to the Oakland 
Coliseum stadium or arena right off the Nimitz Freeway. They have 
all kinds of sports there: baseball home of the Oakland A’s, football 
home of the Oakland Raiders, and basketball home of the Oakland Oaks. 
Other events are roller derby, inside track, concerts, garden shows and 
all kinds of enjoyable interests for family fun. 

One of Oakland’s biggest projects is the Redevelopment Program. It 
is to help Oakland become a more beautiful and comfortable city to live 
in. Redevelopment was started in the United States when Congress passed 
the Housing Act of 1949 relating to Urban Renewal. The goal of this act 
was for a decent home and a suitable living environment for every Ameri- 
can family. Some of the projects which the Oakland Redevelopment 
Agency is working on now are The Acorn Apartments, Oak Center, City 
Center Corridor, Peralta College, and Oakland Chinatown. 

On September 20, 1969, Oakland will open its new Oakland Museum 
with the Snow Museum, the Oakland Art Museum and the former Oak- 
land Public Museum combined as a whole. It is located at Tenth and 
Fallon Streets. 

One of Oakland’s newest and latest projects is the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit “BART.” In June 1964, former President Lyndon B. Johnson 
broke the first piece of ground in Concord. Oakland will be the main 
headquarters for BART. It will cost approximately one billion dollars 
and it will begin operating in late 1971. 

In 1860, Oakland’s population was 1,543. The city now has 387,000 
people. Alameda County has just about one million, one hundred thousand 
residents. 

From Early Oakland to Oakland now, Oakland has prospered into a 
beautiful and scenic city. What I have written now will probably be his- 
tory maybe one hundred years from now. Many people have made Oak- 
land what it is today. I will conclude twentieth century Oakland now so 
that you can read further about the city of Oakland. 


HOW OAKLAND WAS NAMED 


It is very easy to see, if you say the name, how Oakland was named— 
oak land. Of course, there must have been an abundance of oak trees in 
Oakland when it first began. And indeed there was! The settlers of Oak- 
land in 1850 weren’t stumped on a name for the new land they had 
founded. 

Edson Adams, Horace Carpentier, and Andrew J. Moon had the city 
laid out by surveyor Julius Kellersberger, and the name Oakland was 
applied naturally to the beautiful oak land. 


FIRST GAS STREET LAMP 


1866—The first gas street lamp was put in service, causing a crowd to 
gather at Seventh and Broadway to observe it. 


ALAMEDA COUNTY’S THIRD COURTHOUSE 


This building at East Fourteenth Street and Twentieth Avenue, known 
as Alameda County’s third courthouse, served as the seat of government 


from 1873 to 1875. The jail is in the rear. 
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FERRYBOAT AMADOR 


The old ferryboat Amador carried commuters in the 1860’s to and fro 
between Oakland and San Francisco. At one time it was cabled to the foot 
of Fifth Avenue and was used as a boathouse for swimmers. 


FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE 


Oakland’s first school was an elementary one from which many scholars 
who shaped Oakland into the city it is today graduated. It was located at 
Fourth and Clay Streets, but the building exists no longer. 
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This is a sketch of Oakland’s first school building, built at the northeast 
corner of Fourth and Clay Streets in the year of about 1853. 

In 1862, it was moved to Sixth and Washington Streets. Then in 1864, 
‘t was sold to the African Methodist Church and moved to Seventh and 
West Streets. 
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ENGINE NO. 4, FOURTEENTH STREET 


In 1870, Oakland’s fire department stations looked something like this 
one. 
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FIRST OAKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 


The original Oakland High School was situated at Twelfth and Market 
Streets where Lowell Junior High School now stands. It housed all of 
Oakland’s seventy students of high school age in 1871, which is really 
impossible today. 
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COLLEGE OF CALIFORNIA IN OAKLAND 
(NOW UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA) 


The University of California in Berkeley was once the College of California in Oakland, located on Franklin which 
is now one of Oakland’s busiest business streets. 

The college was established by Rev. Henry Durant, an American clergyman and educator born in Acton, Massa- 
chusetts. The college was opened in September of 1860 with a small freshman class of ten and a faculty of two, Durant 
and a friend Martin Kellogg. The college was soon a success. 

The college was transferred in 1869 with its assets to the University of California. This was provided for by state 
legislation in 1868. 

Durant became the university’s first president, by election, on August 16, 1870. Due to ill health Durant retired 
in 1872. He was later twice elected mayor of Oakland. 
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MILLS: COELEGE 


Mills College is a residential school of liberal arts for women. Graduate 
school and summer session are co-educational. The college is privately 
endowed and non-sectarian and its tradition dates back to 1852. The 
school was moved to Oakland from its original site at Benicia. 


15 


PARDEE MANSION 


A republican of Oakland, Governor George C. Pardee, was elected No- 
vember 4, 1902. His victory was cheered by all. Inaugurated January 7, 
1903, he proved to be an effective governor of California. 

ihe Pardee Mansion, of supreme architecture, still stands on Eleventh 
and Castro Streets, ntl it is still the home of the Pardee family. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD STATION 
Seventh and Adeline Streets, 1867 


This quiet rural scene on the line of the “Seventh Street Local” shows 
Seventh and Adeline’s first appearance. This spot is now the turning point 
of the Nimitz Freeway and the construction site of the Acorn Project, 
which is to be completed in the near future. 
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1870—This was a rural residence on Thirty-Fifth Street. 


1880—The city vegetated functioning chiefly as a sleeping place for the 
workers who made their living elsewhere. It was a restful spot for retired 
people and an educational center. 
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1905—The Chamber of Commerce was organized. 


OAKLAND LONG WHARF 


The Oakland Long Wharf was the terminus of the Southern Pacific 
(long ago the Central Pacific Railroad). It was 10,500 feet long, and 
the last 1200 feet was wide enough for 12 railroad tracks. 


21 


VIEW OF LAKE MERRITT 1870 


Lake Merritt was named after Dr. Samuel Merritt who in 1869 made 
the following statement in a message to the Oakland City Council. 

“The arm of San Antonio Creek north of the Oakland Bridge was ded- 
icated perpetually for a public lake. A dam has been constructed near the 
bridge at a cost of at least $20,000 converting this branch of the creek into 
a beautiful lake. A road sixty feet in width and four miles in extent is now 
being built around the border of the lake, which when completed, will be 
one of the most inviting drives in California.” 


VIEW OF LAKE MERRITT 1927 
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VICTORIAN ROW 


This block of Victorian buildings is the only one of its type in the city. 
Other remaining areas similar to Victorian Row are Pioneer Square in 
Seattle, Skidmore Fountain in Portland, the Riverfront in Sacramento, 
and the Old City Plaza in Los Angeles. However, in none of these areas are 
the buildings of a complete block left untouched with no destructive 
modernization. 

While keeping the original form of the buildings, many alterations 
might be undertaken, such as a Victorian Hotel on upper floors of the 
north side of the street. The southern block may have shops and show- 
rooms on the first floor and offices or storage space on the upper floors. 
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CHABOT OBSERVATORY 


The Chabot Observatory is maintained by the Oakland Public Schools 
as a teaching facility. It is used for the purpose of increasing the scentific 
understanding of the community and to introduce the citizens of Oakland 
to the wonders of celestial objects and space science. It is located at 4917 
Mountain Boulevard. There is no admission charge for visiting school 
groups of the Oakland Unified School District. There is a public program 


on Friday and Saturday evenings and reservations can be made by phoning 
the Chabot Observatory. 
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HEINOLD’S FIRST AND LAST CHANCE 
90 Jack London Square 


This is the bar and restaurant where the famous author Jack London 
spent most of his time. It is still operated by Heinold’s son. 
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JACK LONDON SQUARE 


In the early 1850’s the historical Jack London Square was merely a 
waterfront, then called the Broadway Wharf. The community of Oak- 
land was centered here at the foot of Broadway. 

The waterfront was just an ‘“‘odds-and-ends” clogged creek with just 
two wharves jutting out into two and a half feet of water at high tide. 
The ships from the port loaded at low tide as they rested on hardpan. This 
was so that wagons could be driven alongside to receive the cargo. 

As the small waterfront grew, it soon became a village, then a town. 
The State Legislature incorporated the town as Oakland in 1852-7 in 


1854, Oakland was incorporated as a city. The Board of Trustees’ first 
meeting was held at First and Broadway. 
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JACK LONDON SQUARE 


This square is located at the foot of Broadway overlooking Oakland 
Estuary. It has a collection of fine restaurants and Heinold’s First and Last 
Chance Saloon where London met with his friends. As the name suggests, 
this lovely square is in memory of the famous writer Jack London. 
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LAKE MERRITT—LAKESIDE PARK 


Lake Merritt is the ideal spot for fun or educational purposes. If you 
were out for a day of fun, you could ride the train outside Fairyland to 
the duck pond or you could take the road and walk. There are many places 
to hike. They’re not too high but they are fun to climb. You could hike 
down to the dock and sit and fish or play on the sand. For the smaller 
children, there are two places set off as parks with slides and swings. 

For educational purposes, there are always the duck pond showing the 
many varieties of ducks and the bird sanctuary showing some of the differ- 
ent species of birds. There is also a small zoo with a nice amount of animals, 
too. If you are interested in snakes, lizards, bees, Gila monsters, spiders and 
stuffed eagles, there is a building showing all of these. I’m not sure, but I 
think they give a lecture some time during the day. 

There is a large garden in which you may see many, many different 
types of flowers, some trees bearing fruit that you may admire, and some 
trees where small animals such as squirrels and woodpeckers play. The 
animals and birds are very interesting to watch while they are playing, 
working or just sitting still high up in the trees. 

When the ducklings are first born they are separated from their parents. 
This is for their own protection, because sea gulls like to eat them and 
that’s not too good. I’m sure you wouldn’t want to see them vanish from 
the park. 

You can always watch the people walking by or buy something from 
the snack bar. There are always people in sailboats, tour boats and boats 
with paddles. Maybe you could ride a boat too. 

With so many selections from which to choose, I think everyone in 
Oakland could find something at the lake that they would like, from pic- 
nicking and hiking to viewing animals and plants. 
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BIRD SANCTUARY —LAKE MERRITT 


The Bird Sanctuary has many birds such as crows, ducks, geese, pigeons, 
doves, jays, quail, and hawks. The wild waterfowl refuge at Lake Merritt 
is the oldest wildlife refuge of any kind in North America. 

Each lamp has been dedicated to someone who served in World War I. 
The glass in the lamps is irreplaceable amber. 
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LAKESIDE PARK GARDEN CENTER 


The Lakeside Park Garden Center is dedicated to a broader knowledge 


of horticulture for a more beautiful Oakland. 
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LAKESIDE BANDSTAND 


Located in the shaded center of Lakeside Park and its surroundings, 
stands the elevated Lakeside Bandstand. Built in 1918 of good architecture 
and hard concrete by the Oakland Park Department, it has stood for 50 
years, without the slightest evidence of not standing for fifty more. For 
pleasurable summer Sunday afternoons a visit to Lakeside Bandstand 


would prove enjoyable. There, free musical concerts are held for all people 
interested. 
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CHILDREN’S FAIRYLAND 


Children’s Fairyland is the prototype for most children’s parks of this 
type in the United States. 

Walt Disney carefully examined Fairyland prior to building Disneyland. 
The first director of Fairyland was Mrs. Dorothy Mains, who is now the 
Director of Tours at Disneyland. 
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FAIRYLAND 


Although Fairyland resembles Disneyland, it has only two rides. One is 
for smaller children, a pint-sized merry-go-round consisting of Alice in 
Wonderland characters. Another ride for all ages is the Jolly Trolly Train 
which runs around Fairyland and Lakeside Park. 


There are also free Puppet Shows at 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
daily, featuring such stars as Alice in Wonderland, Red Riding Hood, and 
Sleeping Beauty. 


The park is built of approximately sixty small buildings of Mother Goose 
Nursery Rhymes and Storyland Boxes telling stories when Magic Keys are 
inserted. Many of these nursery rhymes include such live animals as three 
blind mice, three little pigs, Mary’s lamb, an animal of the week and seals 
that you may feed by buying a pack of fish. You can make them work 
doing tricks for their food, but they enjoy showing off their skills. 


There is a miniature post office where you can purchase post cards and 
stamps and a mail box for you to use. Post cards are nice for souvenirs too. 


Among other play things for the children are three slides, and two caves, 
one of Alice in Wonderland containing one of the slides and a Scary House 
cave. Both caves have pictures painted on the walls. One may also meet in 
person Alice in Wonderland and PoPo the Clown. 


For a child’s birthday, his or her parents may rent the partyground 
inside Fairyland, and he can have a Cinderella Party or Ball. That day he 
may be Cinderella, the Prince or himself. 


Inside Peter Peter Pumpkin Eater’s House, one may purchase Magic 
Keys and all types of food, popcorn, and candy for pleasure and enjoyment. 


Fairyland is one of the many fun spots Lake Merritt has to offer. 
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THE KAISER CENTER 


The Kaiser Center is a complex of buildings consisting of the Kaiser 
Building, the shop building, and the five level parking garage with a three 
and a half acre roof garden. A new addition will be completed in 1970 
called The Ordway Building. It is named in honor of Henry Kaiser’s first 
employee, Alonzo “Ord” Ordway. The building is H shaped and has 
twenty-eight floors. The Kaiser Building also has twenty-eight floors and 
a graceful curved shape. The Kaiser Building was completed in 1960. The 
Ordway Building will have some of Kaiser’s employees but some outside 
tenants in the building also. 

Kaiser has a large room on the first floor entitled Kaiserama. It tells you 
about all of the different products and industries that Kaiser has. People are 
free to visit the shop area, roof garden, the first and second floors, and the 
changing art exhibit on the mezzanine floor arranged under the direction 


of the Oakland Museum. 
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MORCOM AMPHITHEATER OF ROSES 


An amphitheater of rose bushes in bloom from March to December, the 
amphitheater rose garden has a display of 8,000 rose bushes in 400 varieties, 
The garden was named for former Mayor Morcom. 
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KNOWLAND STATE ARBORETUM, 
PARK AND ZOO 
Knowland State Park is located at 98th Avenue and MacArthur Free- 


way. In Knowland, there are an arboretum and a baby zoo, as well as a 
regular zoo. 
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CIVIC CENTER GARAGE 


The Civic Center Garage is a circular nine tier garage holding 700 cars. 
In the basement there is the County Maintenance Department. Practically 
all county cars are maintained and serviced in the basement. There is also 
an underground tunnel that goes to the County Administration Building 
and the County Courthouse. 

At one time helicopters used to land on top of the garage, but now the 
top is being used for the offices of an investigation protection service. 
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MEMORIAL PLAZA 


The Memorial Plaza, dating back to the very early Oakland in 1854, 
was then called Washington Square. Bordered by Broadway, Fourteenth 
and San Pablo and Washington, it is a beautiful memorial filled with trees, 
grass, flowers and benches. It beautifies downtown Oakland. 


MORMON TEMPLE 


Located on Temple Hill, the Mormon Temple was dedicated in 1964. 
It overlooks the Bay Area and San Francisco. Beautiful flower gardens and 
water fountains can be seen too. The Temple provides free guided tours 
and an insight of the church’s activities. 


OAKLAND’S MORMON TEMPLE 


The Oakland Temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of The Latter Day 
Saints is located high on Temple Hill. The inspiring Oakland Temple of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was dedicated late in 1964. 
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OAKLAND COLISEUM AND ARENA 


A most complete entertainment center, 


The Oakland Coliseum and Arena 
Is the show-off exhibit of Alameda County 


To welcome guests of great talent. 
It has the respect of Oakland’s people, 
The admiration of tourists and outsiders, 


The architecture of educated artists 
And the beauty of Mother Nature. 
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OAKLAND ALAMEDA COUNTY 
COLISEUM COMPLEX 


For you, the people of Oakland, there is a place built for your en- 
joyment. Many activities are and will be held in the Oakland Coliseum 
and Arena, such as concerts, boxing matches, circuses, baseball, conven- 
tions, basketball, football and ice hockey. 

The Coliseum is a large newly-constructed building, with the stadium 
holding about 53,000 people in very comfortable seats. The highest record 
cf people recorded in the Coliseum the first season was 53,283. That gives 
an idea how big the stadium is. The arena is also a lovely section of the 
Coliseum Complex, holding about 14,000 people. It is air-conditioned and 
prepared for any kind of indoor sports, convention or games. This is the 
Oakland Coliseum to which the people go to support all of their home 
teams and to seek family fun and pleasure. 


This is the Oakland Coliseum. 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
1221 Oak Street 


This building was completed March 17, 1964. Some of the offices and 
departments found in the building are: Board of Supervisors, Agriculture 
Department, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Assessor, Auditor Controller, Civil 
Service Department, Colney Administrator, County Counsel, Purchasing 
Department, and several departments of the Supreme Court. 
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OAKLAND CITY HALL 


“The People of Oakland 


Erected this edifice as the seat of Municipal Government—a monument 
dedicated to civic loyalty and to the just and equal administration of those 
ordinances which make for social and political betterment in com- 
munity life. On November 15, 1909, special election bonds were author- 
ized for its construction—The Board of Public Works selected a plan and 
appointed the architects by public competition—Ground was broken May 
10, 1911—Cornerstone was laid October 13, 1911 by the Grand Lodge of 
California Free and Accepted Masons in the presence of William Howard 
Taft, President of the United States of America—Building was completed 
in 1914” 

This building is Oakland’s fifth City Hall and it has sixteen floors. The 
Mayor is on the third floor. The above inscription is found in the rotunda 


of the City Hall. 
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CALIFORNIA STATE BUILDING 


The California State Building has many departments. Some of the de- 
partments are as follows: Department of Employment, Board of Equal- 
ization, Department of Rehabilitation. This department is for people who 
are paralyzed, deaf, blind or disabled in any way. They can go there for 
help to get jobs or to get rehabilitated. Other departments are Industrial 
Relations Office and Franchise Tax Board where you just go to pay your 
state income taxes. All of these offices are combined into the California 
State Building which was completed in the spring of 1960. 
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ALAMEDA] COUNLY 
JUVENILE PROBATION CENTER 
400 Broadway 


The Alameda County Juvenile Probation Center is divided into three 
major functioning areas: The Juvenile Division, The Adult Division and 
The Juvenile Institutions Division (Juvenile Hall, Senior Boys Camp, 
Chabot Ranch, Girls Home, Kings Daughters Grane Residence, Snedigar 
Cottage and Weekend Training INGE ay 
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METROPOLITAN OAKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


The expansion and improvement of the jet-age Metropolitan Oakland 
International Airport was completed in September of 1962. The new 
10,000 foot overwater runway approaches allow for takeoffs and landings 
at high speeds with safety. 

Many ground services are connected with the airport. A few are, Grey- 
hound Lines, Alameda-Contra Costa Transit Company, AirporTransit 
limousine service and Hertz Rent-A-Car Service. 
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BRIDGE OF CITIES 


Where I live we have a bridge of cities 

Our bridge is a highway from Oakland to San Francisco, 
Stringing across the ocean like a rainbow 

Across clouds 8% miles high and above the sea. 

Our bridge is the strongest to me, the most 

Beautiful bridge that you or I will ever see. 

The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge is 8% miles long. It goes from 
Oakland to San Francisco holding thousands of cars every hour of the day. 
The bridge was finished in 1936 and cost 80 million dollars. 

In 1966, it was still considered the longest bridge in the world, 43,500 
feet. Its size makes the Bay Bridge one of the most spectacular bridges in 
the world. It still has the largest main bridge structure, 22,720 feet long. 

The tower spans of the bridge are 481 to 526 feet high. Ship clearance 
is 191 feet under the east span and 227 feet under the west span. The 
bridge is San Francisco’s best traffic link to the east. 


Most of all, it plays a big part in the lives of the people of Oakland and 
San Francisco. 
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FROM OAKLAND TO SAN FRANCISCO 


The deep blue ocean water 
Filling each creep and crevice 


Foams as it cracks against the rock shores 
Of the San Francisco Bay. 


Old buildings lean, as though 

The weary wind weakens their bones, 
While the thin strip of a bridge 
Reaches for an unknown destiny. 
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BREEWAYS 


Eastshore Freeway (Highway 40) comes south from Sacramento and then 
runs into Bay Bridge approach. 

Nimitz Freeway comes south from the Bay Bridge approach and continues 
the Eastshore Freeway. When it gets to Seventh Street it turns eastward 
and continues east. 

MacArthur Freeway starts at the Bay Bridge approach and continues east- 
ward cutting across Oakland to Castro Valley. 

Warren Freeway starts at Ashby Avenue going east. It joins the MacAr- 
thur Freeway at 98th Avenue. 
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BAY AREA RAPID TRANSIT (BART) 


BART is a rapid transit system for the metropolitan areas of the bay 
area. It will connect the cities from Richmond to Fremont running north 
and south. Running east and west it will connect Concord and the cities 
between Oakland and then go under the bay to San Francisco and Daly 
City. BART has its own trains that run on tracks. Privately owned vehicles 
are prohibited. 

BART began on July 25, 1951. A special commission created by the 
California legislature started to study the transportation problems of the 
Bay Area. The Bay Area Rapid Transit District was recommended by a 
nine county commission on January 17, 1957. Through 1958, 59 and ’60, 
plans were formulated, and on November 6, 1962, a $792 railikieaa bond 
Pee coed) Construction of BART began on June 19, 1964. 
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BART 


To bring and take away 

It changes each city’s population, 
So no one city stays the same. 
Each changes day by day. 


Like a weary worm in refuge 

It seeks the darker parts 

From city to city to city 

For each person’s personal cause. 


Proposed Lake Merritt Station and BART Headquarters 
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As I sit here in my class room, I feel as though I am in a dream city. As I 
look around at all the pictures my classmates have drawn, I feel as though 
I'm on a tour of the city. I can see it so clearly—tall buildings, blue ships, 
the crowded streets of people, the famous places and some not so famous, 
the beautiful sights and views—all this I can see and more, many more 
things and places that I can go to. 

I dream of a quiet school house where children are studying hard; I can 
see a beautiful lake and people strolling past. There are many things to see 
in my city of dreams. I feel that everyone should have a dream city—and 
wander whenever they want to dream. 
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THE THREE WORLDS OF CALIFORNIA 
JN 
THE OAKLAND MUSEUM 


THE HALL OF CALIFORNIA ECOLOGY goes back to the beginning 
when just animals and plants were living in California. These animals are 
so real that they look as though they could really move and capture the 


food which they wanted to eat. 


THE COWELL HALL OF CALIFORNIA HISTORY tells of how man 
came to start in California—the first fire and how man made it, how they 
got their food and water and how they protected their families against evil. 
It captures a person who really is interested in the life of pioneers down 
through our Forefathers. This brings us down to our everyday lives. 


THE GALLERY OF CALIFORNIA ART has the most unbelievable 
paintings. These paintings deal with you as an individual and the work 
which man in the earlier days created. Some of the great paintings are 
worth $50,000 and $25,000 of handwork, which took plenty of time and 


concentration. 
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THE GARDEN OF LIFE 


The garden of trees 

Stands tall and firm 

As the winds go blowing 
Bringing the plants back to life. 


Looking at the grass and flowers as one walks by 
Bringing spring to the trees and plants growing so wildly 
Then one is able to tell how beautiful they really are. 


At the garden of Life one can see 
the steps of the Museum 

You feel that you have lived there 
so much of your life. 


The Garden of Life with pathways to walk and explore 

The trees and their branches hanging over the ocean floor 

The beautiful brown leaves go rolling down the pathways from the wind 
Showing that spring is just around the bend 


Which opens the life of the Museum. 
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